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Upcoming Events

Panther Weekend
Panther will be flying in from California to present two work-

shops on the last weekend in February.

Twisted - A Basic Guide to Florentine Technique
Friday, February 26, 7 - 10 PM. $10. Presented by Panther.

This class is designed to teach the basic technique of Floren-
tine patterns used most commonly in flogging and whipping. The 
ability to use two-handed techniques is discussed and practiced. 
Five patterns will be taught. These will include left and right 
handed 4 count Florentine, 6 count Florentine and left and right 
handed inverted Florentine. Attendees are strongly encouraged to 
bring a lightweight pair of floggers to class, since there will be ex-
tensive practice time.
Continued on page 2.



RKS News
Panther Weekend (continued from page 1)

Skin2skin & Paw2Paw - Bare-hand S/M Play
Saturday, February 27, 6 - 8 PM. $10. Presented by Panther.

This class presents a variety of techniques for bare-
handed S/M play, ranging from soft and sensual to very sadis-
tic. Pinching, Clawing/raking, Striking, Kicking, Slapping and 
other empty-handed techniques will be demonstrated and dis-
cussed. Wrestling and other various takedown techniques may 
be included. Safety issues, both physical and psychological 
will be examined and promoted.

Rope Night: Chest Harnesses
Thursday, February 18, 7 PM.  Free to members, $5 for guests.

Rope Night is your best opportunity to learn and prac-
tice rope skills at RKS. Held on the third Thursday each 
month, each Rope Night focuses on a particular tie and its 
variations and uses. February will cover Chest Harnesses and 
rope safety.

Lead by RKS rope enthusiast Brett, Rope Night includes 
ample opportunity to practice the evening’s selected tie.  Those 
attending are encouraged to arrange a partner ahead of time, 
but are welcome to try their luck and hope that other singles 
attend. Attendees are asked to bring their own rope, although 
RKS and Brett have a limited supply available for borrowing.

First Friday: Massage Night
Friday, February 5 - 7 PM.  Free for members, $5 for guests.

This month, hosts Perette and Hedon will lead an eve-
ning of relaxing delight as participants pair off and trade mas-
sage with each-other. RKS has some massage oil and cream 
available as well as a few holsters and massage tables, but if 
you have your own please bring it along so we have enough to 
go around.

Those wishing to take part in other low-key scenes– shi-
bari, waxing, etc– are welcome to attend.
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Rochester Kink Society
P. O. Box 18556, Rochester NY 14618

rks@RochesterKinkSociety.com
RochesterKinkSociety.com

(585) 234-5295

Board of Directors

....Chairman & Events Coordinator! Kat
Chairman@RochesterKinkSociety.com

...................................Vice Chair! Todd
ViceChair@RochesterKinkSociety.com

.............................Treasurer! Skyhawk
Treasurer@RochesterKinkSociety.com

Secretary & New Membership 
...........................Coordinator! Sydney
rks@RochesterKinkSociety.com

.....Master at Arms & Chief DM! Devon
rks@RochesterKinkSociety.com

Next Generation & New Membership 
...................................Coordinator! Rya
tng@RochesterKinkSociety.com

.....................Dungeon Coordinator! Tist
DungeonCoordinator@

RochesterKinkSociety.com

The RKS Newsletter is published 
monthly by Rochester Kink Society, Ltd., a 
member-supported 501(c)(7) social organiza-
tion. RKS’ mission is to provide kink-oriented 
individuals with the means to network, learn, 
share, practice and discuss BDSM and related 
kink with others in the community.

RKS Board meetings are open to 
members. Please share concerns and ideas! 
Meetings are the second and fourth Tuesday 
of each month, 6:30 PM; see the calendar for 
details.

Submissions for the newsletter may be 
made to the above address. RKS maintains 
the final decision to accept, reject, or  edit arti-
cles with or without explanation for deci-
sions.  Direct articles or other inquiries to:
publications@RochesterKinkSociety.com
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February 2010
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
7:00 PM Social
at California Brew
Haus, 402 West
Ridge Road

5
7:00 PM First
Friday
Massage night. Free
for members, $5 for
guests.

6

7 8 9
6:30 PM Board
Meeting

10
7:30 PM Rochester
Rams General
Meeting
at Bachelor Forum,
670 University
Avenue

11
7:00 PM Kinky
Knitting Night
Other crafts are
welcome too. Free!

12
Fetish Fair
Fleamarket
through February
14, at Providence,
RI
8:00 PM Graphic
Sexual Horror
Documentary about
insex.com, at
Hallwalls Art Center,
341 Deleware Ave,
Buffalo

13
8:00 PM Play Party
Pin-up Theme.

14
Valentine's Day

15
President's Day

16 17 18
7:00 PM Rope
Night
Chest harnesses.
Free to members,
$5 to guests.

19
8:00 PM Movie
Night
Bound (1996)

20
Rochester Rams
Bar Night
Military/Uniform
night, at Bachelor
Forum, 670
University Avenue
6:00 PM TAG
Munch
Toronto Ageplay
Group, at
Groundhog Pub,
401 Bloor Street
East, Toronto

21
2:00 PM Munch
at Jay's Diner, 2612
West Henrietta Road

22 23
6:30 PM Board
Meeting

24 25
7:00 PM Kinky
Knitting Night
Other crafts are
welcome too.

26
Dark Odyssey
through February
28, at Washington
DC
7:00 PM Twisted
Workshop
A basic guide to
florentine flogging,
presented by
Panther

27
6:00 PM Skin2Skin
and Paw2Paw
Workshop
SM techniques
using bare hands,
presented by
Panther
8:00 PM Play Party

28

February Movie Night: Bound
Friday, February 19 - 8 PM.  Free for members and guests!

Bound (1996, 109 minutes): Andy Wachowski and Larry Wachowski made their directorial debut 
with this neo-noir crime-thriller, in which Gina Gershon stars as an ex-con handywoman who crosses 
paths with a gangster's moll, Violet (Jennifer Tilly), and likes what she sees. Before you can say, "Un-
hook my brassiere," the pair decides to filch $2 million and hit the road together -- but Violet's money-
laundering beau (Joe Pantoliano) isn't keen on giving up his money or his girl.
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! -- Review courtesy of NetFlix.

 Roches!r Kink Socie"# February 2010

# page 3

http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Andy_Wachowski/167725
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Andy_Wachowski/167725
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Gina_Gershon/34137
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Gina_Gershon/34137
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Jennifer_Tilly/20000213
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Jennifer_Tilly/20000213
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Joe_Pantoliano/71162
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Joe_Pantoliano/71162
http://netflix.com
http://netflix.com


March 2010

Munch
Jay’s Diner
2612 West Henrietta Road
Rochester, NY 14623
585-424-3710

We’re in the glass room (for-
mer smoking area), to the left 
and past the counter as you 
enter.

Social
California Brew Haus
402 Ridge Road West
Rochester, NY 14615
585-621-1480

The bar is just east of Dewey 
Avenue– near Kodak Park, 
and just down from the Mi-
rage.

First time?

• Wear everyday clothing, not 
fetishwear, so we blend in.

• Socialize with us, so you 
learn more about us and RKS 
as we get to know you.

• Don’t expect to go home 
with anyone.

Town Hall
Tuesday, March 16 - 6:30 PM

The RKS Town Hall originally scheduled for January 30 has been rescheduled to March 16.  The 
event will start at 6:30 with a pot-luck dinner, and meeting to follow.  An agenda will be available at a 
later date.
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March 2010
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
7:00 PM Social
at California Brew
Haus, 402 West
Ridge Road

5
7:00 PM First
Friday
Rotating events.

6

7 8 9
6:30 PM Board
Meeting

10
7:30 PM Rochester
Rams General
Meeting
at Bachelor Forum,
670 University
Avenue

11
7:00 PM Kinky
Knitting Night
Other crafts are
welcome too.

12 13
8:00 PM Play Party

14
Daylight Savings
Time starts

15 16
6:30 PM Town Hall
Meeting
Pot-luck dinner with
meeting to follow.

17 18
7:00 PM Rope
Night
Free to members,
$5 to guests.

19
8:00 PM Movie
Night

20
Rochester Rams
Bar Night
Western/Leather
night, at Bachelor
Forum, 670
University Avenue
6:00 PM TAG
Munch
Toronto Ageplay
Group, at
Groundhog Pub,
401 Bloor Street
East, Toronto

21
2:00 PM Munch
at Jay's Diner, 2612
West Henrietta Road

22 23
6:30 PM Board
Meeting

24 25
7:00 PM Kinky
Knitting Night
Other crafts are
welcome too.

26
Rochester Erotic
Arts Festival

27
Rochester Erotic
Arts Festival
8:00 PM Play Party

28
Rochester Erotic
Arts Festival

29 30 31
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Rochester Erotic 
Arts Festival

Friday, March 26 - Sunday, March 28, 2010 at the 
Harro East Ballroom, 155 North Chestnut Street, 
Rochester.

Performers
This year’s Erotic Arts Festival will feature 

performances by:
• The Wet Spots
• White Elephant Burlesque Society
• Gringos Flamencos
• Merry Mischief
• Eight Beat Measure A Capella
• Interactive Hot Latin Dance demonstrations

For more information on any of the above, 
visit festival’s performer page.

Workshops
The festival will also be featuring a num-

ber of workshops, including:
• Body Castings
• Introduction to Tantra
• Tantric erogenous zones
• Rope Bondage 101
• Principles of Sex Magick
• The Violet Wand - a Shocking Experience
• Dr. Sketchy’s Anti-Art School
¥ The Sensualist Anime film

For more information, see the festival’s 
workshop pages.

Ticket Packages
The Festival is offering 100 VIP ticket 

packages, which are available on the Festival 
web site until sold out (or shortly before the Fes-
tival starts). The $75 package includes admission 
to all events, access to the VIP Lounge in the bal-
cony (featuring guaranteed seating, excellent 
views of the entire festival floor and stage, 
French Maid service, and some tables), special 
door prizes, and more.

Non-VIP tickets will be be available on-line 
at a later date, and will be available at the door.  
Entry will be $20 for a day pass, $35 for a week-
end pass, and $15 for the Wet Spots concert.  
Please present photo id on arrival to certify that 
you are 18 years of age.

Art & Artist Deadlines
• Art deadline: March 1, 2010 (late fee applies)
• Body Painting Competition: Register by March 

1, 2010 
• Erotic Poetry Contest: March 13 (sign in at 8 PM)
• Tattoo contest: Sign up at festival
• Temporary Piercing Exhibit: Sign up ASAP

Call for Volunteers
Dates needed: March 25-29, 2010

The Rochester Erotic Arts Festival is look-
ing for volunteers to help with all aspects of the 
art show, as well as set-up and teardown before 
and afterwards. Needs are as follows:

• Thursday-Friday: Assemble temporary 
walls and arrange/hang art

• Saturday-Sunday: Attendee check-in, 
provide support to artists, performers and 
presenters

• Monday: Pack up art, disassemble walls, 
and clean up.

All volunteers are expected to attend an 
orientation session before working. In exchange 
for their service, volunteers will be given day, 
weekend, or VIP passes.

To volunteer, visit the festival volunteer 
page.
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RKS History
by Perette

1996 - 1998: Founding and Growth
RKS began in late 1996 when Rick, Chuck, 

Horseman, and Ariella saw the need to bring to-
gether BDSM and Kink-identified people in 
Rochester. Although they were certainly aware 
of the Rochester RAMS, the RAMS were a men’s 
club and did not address Horseman & Ari’s 
needs. Rick and Chuck, on the other hand, were 
involved in Rochester Custom Leathers and 
probably saw the new club as a way to build 
business and outreach to new populations.

Since RCL was already known for its as-
sortment of adult toys and specialization in 
BDSM gear, even outside the Gay community, 
starting the group was a matter of renting a 
space and advertising at RCL. Together, they 
rented a space on the second floor of Village 
Gate, above and within eyeshot of RCL. A DBA 
was filed with the county on February 2, 1997 
and RKS was born.

The group was very different in the early 
years: since the meetings were open and location 
unguarded, anyone could just show up. Thus, 
those attending at the time were those not con-
cerned with being “outed” as a result of their 
involvement. This attitude was probably a spill-
over from the open attitude found in the Gay 
community given RKS’ close ties to RCL, which 
was run by several gay and bisexual men.

In May 1998, Chuck resigned from the 
Board of Directors. The remaining founders took 
this opportunity to expand the Board to 7 mem-
bers, assigning 4 new members of their choosing 
to fill the seats.

With people among whom to spread the 
load, the Board soon created a newsletter to keep 
its members of the flourishing group informed of 

events. Parties were held only once per month, 
with more emphasis on education and socializ-
ing. Each month featured a member meeting 
which included a demonstration; a separate af-
ternoon workshop each month provided more 
formal focus on a topic.

Workshops and demonstrations at the time 
were similar to those held now: Singletail and 
Bullwhips, Flogging, and Piercing are mentioned 
in the first-ever newsletter from July 1998.

As Village Gate rented second-floor space 
to high-end architects and decorators, RKS was 
eventually displaced to a complex across the 
street also owned and operated by Village Gate.

The first auction was held in October 1998.

1999: Rolling with the Punches
RKS’ first tough period began with the clo-

sure of RCL in early 1999. Although now stable 
enough to exist independent of RCL, closure 
eliminated an important source of new members.

At about the same time, however, RKS 
launched its first web site. By March, RKS had 
bought its own domain name and 
rks-society.com had been launched. Recognizing 
the utility of the Internet, the group created the 
“OneList”– the nickname for the Roches-
ter_BDSM list in its original form, hosted on 
OneList.com1– to facilitate better communication 
and further promote the group.

During this time, the group held work-
shops on urethral sounding and pony play. A 
third planned workshop on Japanese Rope 
Bondage, however, never made it to fruition.

In April, RKS received notice they were 
being evicted from Village Gate effective May 1 
citing “complaints from neighbors”. Relations 
with the Village Gate had already been troubled, 
and thought was that the eviction stemmed from 
“philosophical differences regarding our organi-
zation [present] from the beginning by the ten-
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ants in the building.” The group held a Town 
Hall on what to do next, and vacated the space 
later in April.

Cowboy Roc, a member of the group, gen-
erously opened his home to the group while 
searching for a suitable new dungeon. Meetings 
resumed at his venue starting in May.

With the group homeless, and wanting to 
minimize over-use of Roc’s offer, someone came 
up with an idea: Camp Whipalot. Held toward 
the end of August, Whipalot was held in a pri-
vate primitive camping area somewhere south of 
Rochester. The weekend featured bondage and 
play, with a “Subbie roping” competition as a 
main event. The submissives won the competi-
tion, proving that they could avoid being re-
strained more effectively than dominants could 
restrain them– but not without all parties rolling 
around in a patch of recently-mowed poison ivy, 
ensuring a time not easily forgotten. The 
weekend-long event has long been remembered 
by those in attendance as part of the early “hey-
days” of RKS, although it was never repeated.

2000 & 2001: Back 
in the Saddle

In early 2000, the 
Board appointed a new 
director in response to a 
resignation– the Board was 
not yet elected by the 
membership.

In January, the Board 
also located a new space 
and signed a lease. The 
group made quick work of 
construction, and moved 
into the “Dewey Avenue” 
space in February. 

With a new space, 
the Board took the oppor-
tunity to change some 
rules: effective February, 
new members could no 

longer just show up at the dungeon: they first 
had to attend a munch. To facilitate this, a sec-
ond munch was added to the schedule; this 
eventually mutated into what we now call the 
“social” to distinguish the two.

Workshops of this era included rope bond-
age, sensual flogging, electrical play, wax play, 
and “project chicken”– a workshop on using 
regular household items for play which got its 
name from the suggestion to use a rubber 
chicken as a flogger.

By late 2000, the group’s transparency was 
opening up a little. Minutes of Board meetings 
were shared with members, and around this 
time board positions transitioned from indefinite 
appointment by the Board to annual election by 
the membership, with the remaining founders– 
Horseman and Ari– grandfathered with perma-
nent board positions.

2001 saw the first Fetish Fashion Show in 
the spring.

June 2001 saw the creation of a private 
mailing list for RKS members, at which time 

 Roches!r Kink Socie"# February 2010

# page 7

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RKS_Members
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RKS_Members


traffic on the unrestricted mailing list, Roches-
ter_BDSM, dropped off dramatically.2

2002-2003: Rocking Elton Street
After 2 years at the Dewey Space, the 

group was ready to expand. A new space was 
located on Elton Street in the Neighborhood of 
the Arts, near the Gay Alliance of the Genesee 
Valley’s community center.

Although the new space was dirty and re-
quired considerable “elbow grease” to bring it 
up to snuff, it was 3,000 square feet with 11’ high 
ceilings.

Financial troubles began only a few 
months after moving into the new space. The 
treasurer at the time, Plummy, announced on 
June 6, 2002 that RKS was in trouble due to 
higher utility costs than predicted, lagging 
workshop income, and sagging party atten-
dance; this after renegotiating the rental cost due 
to higher than expected utilities. The group be-
gan discussing how to address the monetary 
needs.

To make things worse, sandblasted paint 
dust from construction for the Bush Mango 
Dancers space above sifted through the cracks 
into the RKS space. Although eventually the 
landlord agreed to have a cleaning company re-
mediate the worst of the lead-tainted dust, some 
equipment was damaged beyond repair and the 
dungeon was unusable for over a month during 
clean-up.

Even after the clean-up, the new tenants 
above posed a problem: their drumming sessions 
ran late into the evening, and the noise carried 
into the dungeon and echoed. It was hard to 
carry on a conversation, never mind hold a 
workshop or to carry on a scene.

Meanwhile, discussion continued on how 
to resolve the financial crisis. The eventual deci-
sion was to entirely rework the dues structure: 

instead of paying a small annual fee and then 
paying for each event, quarterly dues of $50 
would include all events. Members would be 
encouraged to attend, since they’d already paid, 
rather than be discouraged from attending by 
having to pay at the door. Fixed dues would cre-
ate a steady income and avoid the “summertime 
slump” that occurred when attendance dwin-
dled each year.

After much debate, the new plan went into 
effect in January 2003. Despite extended debate, 
Town Halls, and other opportunities to express 
concern, there was outcry when the new dues 
went into effect. Despite this, only a few mem-
bers left and the group quickly attained financial 
solvency.

Workshops during this period included a 
liquid latex exploratorium, and fisting and role 
play workshops presented by Deborah Adding-
ton, author of A Hand in the Bush.

By mid-year RKS was ready to make a 
long-term commitment and approached the 
landlord about a 5-year lease. Unfortunately, the 
Bush Mango Dancers above wanted to expand 
and had more to offer than RKS. As a compro-
mise, RKS was offered an alternative space with 
low ceilings and holes in the wall in another ter-
ribly dirty section of the building.

Demands were made that the landlord 
prepare the space for use. Although he did some 
work, there were still significant problems and 
he refused to make promises. With the prospect 
of starting all over again with a space that could 
not offer the promise of the previous, the Board 
felt RKS could find a better deal elsewhere. In 
September 2003, RKS moved all the equipment 
and furniture into a storage locker. Play parties, 
workshops, meetings, and dues were suspended 
during the hiatus.

Two parties were held during those 
months: one at a member’s house, one at a lodge 

 Roches!r Kink Socie"# February 2010

# page 8

2 Traffic dropped off such that the prior message/month was less than the than the sum of messages/month on 
the two lists. It seems that splitting discussions restricted conversation to quite a degree.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Rochester_BDSM
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Rochester_BDSM
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Rochester_BDSM
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Rochester_BDSM
http://www.amazon.com/Hand-Bush-Fine-Vaginal-Fisting/dp/1890159026
http://www.amazon.com/Hand-Bush-Fine-Vaginal-Fisting/dp/1890159026


in Ellison Park combined with the “Winter Pic-
nic”. It was about 9 months before regular events 
resumed.

2004-2005: Thinking Big on 
Lincoln Avenue

Finding an affordable new space was not 
nearly as easy as expected. After an extended 
search, the group finally located an acceptable 
space in Lincoln Business Park on the west side 
of town. Nearly twice the square-foot price of 
Elton street, and expanding to 4,000 square feet, 
the space was rented with the expectation that 
growth seen at Elton Street during 2003 would 
continue once parties were resumed. The group 
committed to a 5-year lease, trying to avoid a 
repeat of Elton Street.

The lease was negotiated in March, and 
construction began to bring the space up to code 
in April. RKS held a preliminary play party on 
April 16th, after which equipment was put away 
during demolition of extra walls, scraping of 
paint, and further prep-work. A second “bare 
bones” play party was held on April 30, after 
which construction began. Over the next 15 days, 

the space was transformed: 
walls were framed and dry-
walled, doors hung, and 
floors cleaned.
On May 15, RKS held its an-
nual Fetish Fashion Show 
followed by a Grand Open-
ing celebration for the new 
dungeon.
Finishing of the dungeon 
proceeded over the next sev-
eral months as walls were 
painted, equipment installed, 
and a stage constructed. Be-
tween construction supplies, 
rent, and deposits, the group 
burned through $7,000 of a 
$10,000 nest egg– built up in 
less than a year– in 2 months.

In autumn 2004, a few board members met 
with a lawyer to discuss legal concerns: is what 
we do illegal, how best to protect members’ pri-
vacy, and how to prepare for future incorpora-
tion. One key change from the meeting was that 
the Board discontinued minutes due to (incor-
rect) advice that they might become public re-
cord if we Incorporate, a change that did not 
have immediate impact.

The new dungeon was popular, but mem-
bership did not follow growth predictions. In 
late 2004, RKS experimented with a weekday 
noontime munch and afternoon party to out-
reach to those who couldn’t make nights/
weekends. The venture didn’t meet expectations 
and was cancelled in a few months.

To meet financial needs, the RKS board 
raised dues effective February 1, 2005. Unfortu-
nately, many members were unwilling or unable 
to accommodate the steep increase from $50/
quarter to $75/quarter, and so the change did 
not effectively address the budget. To make mat-
ters worse, two years into the lease– April 2006– 
the lease provided for a 6% rent increase. The 
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group continued to financially struggle, living 
auction-to-auction for the next 4 years.

During the later half of 2005, the long-term 
Chairman of the Board, Tammy, focused on fin-
ishing the RKS by-laws and getting them rati-
fied. Suffering from burn-out, she resigned from 
the Board after leading the group for several 
years. The current By-laws are significantly due 
to her efforts.

It was also around this time that the foun-
ders, Horseman and Ari, left Rochester and re-
signed from the Board. This was a formality, as 
their involvement had declined since the birth of 
a child a few years earlier.

2006: A year best not remembered
Already struggling with financial prob-

lems, the new Board considered an idea: renting 
the dungeon to a local swinger’s group, Candle-
light. The Board chose to research the possibility 
and work out details before proposing it to the 
membership. During this phase, word leaked to 
the membership that rental was being discussed, 
and speculation ensued with regard to whom the 
dungeon would be rented, and whether the 
membership would be allowed to vote on the 
matter.

By the time the Board announced the de-
tails of the proposal, the damage was done: dis-
trust of the Board had been sown.

Shortly thereafter, the Board evicted a 
member from the group. The member did not 
leave quietly, complaining to friends of having 
been wronged. The Board refused to comment 
on grounds of member confidentiality, which 
inspired more distrust.

Tensions continued to mount through the 
year. As auction planning commenced, the auc-
tion committee was at each-other’s throats be-
cause of well-targeted miscommunications insti-
gated by a troublesome individual that had been 
elected to the Board with less than a year of 
membership in the group.

The group began to break into cliques de-
pending on what and who they believed. The 
Board at the time believed that talking about is-
sues would only make them worse, and tried to 
move on without any resolution to former situa-
tions. Morale declined, as did membership.

In August, with Board permission Perette 
compiled the “Attrition Report”, which was in-
tended to study why members leave and to pro-
vide suggestions of things that would make 
members happier.

Released in September, the report instead 
documented the lies, innuendo, disagreements, 
and drama that were dividing the group. The 
membership collectively held their breath after 
the report’s release, unsure what to make of it; 
some thought it went too far, others thought 
“putting it all on the line” was a good step.

The Board quickly agreed to start publish-
ing “meeting highlights” to create transparency 
that had been lost, and scheduled an Open Fo-
rum moderated by Mistress Sensual for October. 
With a good number of the remaining members 
attending, the forum had positive results: the 
desire of those attending to fix things boosted 
morale, the Policies & Procedures committee was 
created to avoid concentration of power and 
conflicts of interest, and theme parties were im-
plemented to rebuild spirit and restore fun to 
parties.

Meanwhile, on the member’s mailing list, 
the group decided to hash over the Candlelight 
fiasco with a pre-determined end date. Those 
that weren’t interested were advised to turn off 
e-mail while the rest discussed the “evidence”; in 
the end, there was no clear truth. The discussion 
went on until the end date, after which the group 
moved on despite lacking a conclusion. One of 
the factions left a few weeks after the discussion 
wrapped up, perhaps too bruised or angry with 
the group to stay. The other faction was thrown 
out of the group shortly thereafter, after further 
pot-stirring provided enough evidence to do 
something about her.
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Despite the unfolding situation, the group 
held a successful 2006 auction, filling the coffers 
to survive another year. Proceeds were used to 
bring in Jay Wiseman and Taurus the Bull for 
RKS’ 10th Anniversary weekend in October. 
Workshops covered 2-minute rope bondage, 
BDSM safety, and sensual bullwhip technique. 
The event was poorly attended despite the big 
name presenter: with slurs like “RKS: The Mis-
take by the Lake” being thrown around, many 
chose to just stay away.

2007-2008: Reformation & 
Reconstruction

With the aggrieved parties having left, the 
remaining membership– now in the 40’s– 
needed to restore membership figures to a viable 
level.

Over the years, creeping conservatism had 
caused the group to become secretive not only 
about the dungeon location but about munch 
and social locations– a first step in joining us was 
to mail the RKS secretary introducing yourself, 
and requesting the address of the munch or so-
cial. To make it easier to join, the locations were 
published on the web site and mailing lists start-
ing in February.

To avoid 
member fears of 
financial impact 
should the group 
go under, the 
group aggres-
sively pursued 
Incorporat ion . 
With access to an 
attorney, Hedon, 
and several dona-
tions to the cause, 
RKS incorporated 
in April of 2007. 
Application for 
non-profit status 
followed in early 
2008, which was 

quickly granted retroactive to time of Incorpora-
tion.

Hedon also advised there was no legal 
benefit to an age limit of 21 vs. 18, and thus the 
group reduced the age limit to 18 in October 
2007. This proved to be extremely beneficial: One 
of the first new members, Rya, was very active in 
promoting RKS and later founded a “TNG” (the 
next generation) group within RKS.

Mistress Sensual and Mistress Medusa ran 
theme parties to boost morale including a 
“Homecoming” party, Arabian Nights, and a Pi-
rate Party; the Fetish Fashion Show became the 
Fetish Fashion Dinner Show in 2008. Other event 
trials included massage night and “Dungeon 
Days with Devon”– low-key Friday night play-
parties.

In prior years, as the membership’s skills 
had advanced, workshops had become increas-
ingly advanced. In 2007, RKS began scheduling 
“101” workshops that returned to BDSM basics. 
The member-run workshops had low fees to en-
courage potential members to learn more about 
the scene, with the hope that it would lead to 
greater involvement and increase the member-
ship.

Despite having to short the rent in the 
months before the 
auction each year, 
the group sur-
vived, steadily 
recovering to the 
prior member-
ship figures.
With only a year 
left on the lease, 
discussion of 
whether to stay 
or move began in 
mid-2008. A pas-
sive search was 
u n d e r t a k e n , 
checking out 
spaces and prices 
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to see if a better deal was available. When heavy 
rainfall during a play-party in September caused 
a deluge on the dungeon, the space search was 
given priority, and shortly after the present loca-
tion was found.

Citing the landlord’s failure to address the 
roof problems, RKS broke the lease at Lincoln 
Park and left after 4½ years.

2009: Another Heyday
Slightly less costly than the Lincoln Ave-

nue space, coupled with a small reduction in 
square footage, the new space addressed budget 
concerns to a large degree.  The budget was fur-
ther enhanced following the move: RKS experi-
enced extraordinary growth, with the member 
count climbed 70 to 100 in the first year at the 
new venue.

Growing membership created some issues 
with at parties: private photography, for exam-
ple, had previously been accepted at parties, but 
increasing attendance made it difficult to coordi-
nate, and some members feared their image be-
ing captured inadvertently.  The group therefore 
banned photography at parties, but added des-
ignated “photo-friendly” parties to accommo-
date those with who enjoyed photography.  
Compromises such as this were effective in re-
taining the membership growth.

RKS contributed significant labor to two 
major events in 2009.  April’s first-ever Rochester 
Erotic Arts Festival was organized by RKS Mem-
bers Mistress Sensual and Mistress Medusa, and 
staffed by numerous other RKS members. Later 
in the year, an RKS contingent attended Floating 
World where they received discounted entrance 
in exchange for volunteering to help operate the 
event.

With the addition of 30 new dues-paying 
members (the total now reaching 100), the RKS 
Board decided to expand the space in autumn 
2009 to 4,700 square feet. Pictures of the present 
configuration can be found on the RKS web site.

2010: Now!
For more information on RKS, its present 

policies, how to become a member, and so forth 
please visit the RKS web site at: 
rochesterkinksociety.com.
Perette Barella has been a member of RKS since 2002.  
She participated in space committees at Elton St. and 
Lincoln Avenue, taking lead in 2007-2008; and was 
on the 2004, 2007, and 2008 RKS Board of Directors.
Special thanks to Severian, fuschia, Devon and kat  
for prooÞng, feedback, and verifying content (espe-
cially the early years).
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Fiction
by anonymous (sexual content)

I LOVE being in the water, and I can just 
imagine us at the midnight hour, bathed in 
moonlight of course, wading out hand-in-hand 
to where the water might be chest high to me...  

You'll lean down to kiss me with those 
beautiful arms around me, and as you lift me up 
I wrap my legs around your waist.   Your kisses 
are so powerful and sweet it's a good thing I'm 
off my feet because I'd be too weak to stand.  
Your hard-on is straining at your swim shorts 
and of course, I'm feeling it through my suit. . .  

You tug down the shoulder straps of my 
suit and nibble my neck and nipples, sucking at 
one breast and massaging the other, rolling the 
nipple between your ring and middle finger the 
way I adore.   Down goes the rest of the suit off 
my legs, and yours as well.  You lift me up with 
your hands under my ass, and your cock homes 
in on my pussy.   As I feel you pushing into me 
inch by exquisite inch, my head lolls back and I 
let the softest moan escape from my lips.

The passion on my face is lit by the moon, 
and although I know I'm in the ocean, I feel like 
I'm in heaven.    The  ocean's reflecting the mid-
night sky all around us and it's just like you and 

I are floating, making love for the angels and 
stars to see and envy.  You lower me to lay float-
ing on my back in the water, my legs still around 
you, and your hands hold me by my waist, pull-
ing me closer to you as you grind your hot body 
against my pussy, filling me with the only cock 
that's ever given me such sweet orgasms...   the 
salt water makes me so buoyant, it's a breeze for 
you to push and pull my pussy to your cock. I've 
never heard you moan or groan in our times to-
gether, you were always so quiet, but now, in the 
deep black of the ocean, your passion is audible 
with   low, hard whispers to me.    The waves of 
our passion - separate and together - cannot be 
held back, just like the waves crashing to 
the beach.

After countless orgasms, we swim around 
each other just laughing like children and enjoy-
ing our nakedness and the warm ocean caressing 
our bodies.   I come up behind you and put my 
legs around you once more, and you take me for 
a little 'water walk', and I softly kiss behind your 
neck, your ears, your shoulders, your back. . .  
the soft kisses becoming stronger on your back 
until the sweet kissing is too much for you...  you 
take me to the sand where you   lay me on my 
back and cover my body with yours, the waves 
tentatively touching us and retreating, it's almost 
like other people touching our bodies as we 
make love on the sand.   We fuck like we didn't 
just do so, the hard pounding sound of your 
body against mine mingling with the pounding 
waves, and you come inside me so hard I can 
feel it.    You spend yourself inside me, and col-
lapse in my arms as my tears of joy and satisfac-
tion inextricably meld with the salty ocean.

We lay in each other's arms until the sun 
rises, the water gently lapping at us to wake up.  
The beach is quiet and still, and as we rise and 
take a walk to see if we can find our suits at 
some point along the shore, with the rising sun 
in our faces we look at each other and laugh like 
we are the only people on earth who have 
ever had so much fun, passion, and pleasure. 
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